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IMPACT

Double Your Impact Between Now and December 31!
Over the course of 2025, Madison 
Public Library has celebrated its 150th 
anniversary to the fullest. As we look 
ahead to 2026, we’re inspired for the next 
150 years of service. It is an exciting time 
for the library with so many new projects, 
programs, and even locations in the works. 

Your support now will help us lay the 
groundwork for an even better library 
system moving forward. With your 
help, the library will continue to inspire 
generations of readers, learners, and 
Madisonians. Thanks to generous donors, 
we have a $150,000 anniversary match for 
contributions made by December 31 and 
your gift can go twice as far. The library is 
a community resource we create together. 
Your gift ensures that everyone has access 
to what they need to thrive now and in 

the future. Please take this opportunity 
to inspire future Madison Public Library 
users with a gift today. Thank you for  
your support!

Year-End Giving Tips to Reduce Your Tax Burden
If you’re a retiree aged 70 ½ or older and have an IRA subject to 
required minimum distributions (RMDs) or own appreciated stock, 
you may be able to reduce your taxes by making a year-end gift to 
our foundation—either through a qualified charitable distribution 
(QCD) from your IRA or through a stock donation:

•	 When you make a charitable gift from your IRA RMD as a 
qualified charitable distribution, the amount is excluded from 
your taxable income. This reduces your adjusted gross income 
(AGI). There may also be no need to itemize as a QCD gift is not 

also eligible for a charitable contribution deduction on your  
tax return.

•	 Stock gifts can help you avoid capital gains taxes which allows 
your money to go further.

The added bonus? Recipient nonprofits do not pay taxes on these 
gifts. Visit mplfoundation.org/donate to download a special  
form for stock gifts and to find the foundation’s EIN, which  
you’ll need when making a gift from your IRA’s RMD. You may  
also call 608.266.6318 for assistance.

The Foundation Welcomes Six New Board Members
At its October board meeting, the foundation brought on six new members: Jimmy Cheffen Jr., 
Kate Jamieson, Kathryn Norton, Rita Mae Reese, Jen Savino, and Ellie Westman Chin.

During his time on 
the board, Cheffen 
is “most excited 
about contributing to 
initiatives that build 
authentic community 
partnerships and 
expand opportunities 
for lifelong learning.” 
He is the Community 
Impact Manager at 
Madison College, 

has a doctorate in Community College 
Administration from Texas Tech, and is also 
the president of the Dane County Library 
Board. Cheffen’s an avid pickleball player and 
coach, but what he really loves to do in his free 
time is attend local cultural and creative events 
with other community-minded individuals.
Two of his favorite authors are James McBride 
and Percival Everett. 

Jamieson serves 
on the foundation’s 
Marketing Committee 
and was motivated 
to join the board to 
take a more active 
role in advancing 
the library’s role 
as a community 
space that fosters 
learning, creativity, 
and belonging. The 

Vice President of E-Commerce and Marketing 
for Bonafide Health, she has a wealth of 
strategic communications and social media 
expertise to share. Jamieson has a master’s 
degree in international marketing from 
American University in Washington, D.C. In 
her free time, she loves to travel both locally 
and internationally with her family and also 
challenges herself with sprint triathlons. Her 
latest read was All Fours by Miranda July. 

Norton is a retired 
wealth and estate 
advisor with SVA and 
is on the foundation’s 
Finance Committee. In 
addition to her work 
with the library, she’s 
served on numerous 
local boards. She’s 
an avid sailor, 
golfer, gardener, and 
budding watercolor 

artist. Norton is excited to join the board, 
particularly because she comes from a long line 
of readers, and her mother was on the board of 
her hometown library in Monroe, WI for many 
years. She recently finished The Hallmarked Man 
by Robert Galbraith and was thrilled to receive 
it earlier than expected thanks to the library’s 
recent purchase of additional copies of  
high-demand ebook titles!

Co-director of 
Art + Literature 
Laboratory, Reese 
currently serves on 
the foundation’s 
Donor Development 
Committee. She is a 
graduate of Stanford 
and brings her 
teaching and creative 
writing skills to the 
board. Outside of 

work, Reese is trying to eradicate creeping 
bellflower, admires mushrooms, and listens to 
audiobooks. She’s currently in the middle of 
Fearless, Sleepless, Deathless: What Fungi Taught 
Me about Nourishment, Poison, Ecology, Hidden 
Histories, Zombies, and Black Survival by  
Maria Pinto.

Hailing from the 
Twin Cities, Savino 
is the CEO of the 
advertising agency 
KW2 and is involved 
with several other 
local boards including 
the YMCA, the Rotary 
Club of Madison 
Foundation, and the 
Wisconsin Technology 
Council. She has a 

master’s degree from the University of St. 
Thomas and sees her role on the foundation 
board as a way to honor the special place 
libraries have had in her life since her weekly 
childhood visits to the library with her mom. 
When she’s not reading books like Everything is 
Tuberculosis by John Green, Savino spends her 
free time camping, hiking, biking, and  
getting outdoors.

Originally from 
Illinois, Westman 

Chin is the 
President and CEO 
of Destination 
Madison. In addition 
to the library 
foundation board, 
she currently serves 
on the boards of U.S. 
Travel Association, 
Wisconsin Council on 

Tourism, Downtown Madison, Inc., University 
of Wisconsin’s Union Director’s Advisory, 
and Destinations Wisconsin. Her latest read 
was Charlottesville by Deborah Baker, and she 
looks forward to ensuring current and future 
Madison libraries have the support they 
need to provide the programming that is so 
important to our community.

Wishing Our Departing Board 
Members a Fond Farewell
As we welcomed new members this October, 
we also thanked Linda Baumann, Heather Clefisch, Tom Kuplic, Ray Mendez, and Franny Rodriquez for their many years 
of service to Madison Public Library Foundation. Their dedication to the foundation’s mission has helped us continuously 
improve, promote, and support Madison Public Library to make it a strong community resource. They will be missed!

Jamieson Reese Westman Chin

Cheffen Norton Savino

Baumann Clefisch Kuplic Mendez Rodriquez

A patron at Pinney Library uses  
a self-checkout station.

Foundation Holiday Hours
Please reach out if you need assistance 
making a year-end gift. Call us at 
608.266.6318 or send an email to  
info@mplfoundation.org between  
9 a.m.–4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Our offices will be CLOSED these dates:

• Wednesday, December 24
• Thursday, December 25
• Friday, December 26
• Wednesday, December 31
• Thursday, January 1

+ =

Lost in the Stats
Lost in the Stats is our recurring feature 
that highlights interesting library-
related numbers. This issue’s statistics 
come from the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services’ Public Libraries Survey 
(PLS) which was released in September 
and features 2023 data. The PLS is an 
annual survey dating back to 1988 and is 
completed by about 9,000 public library 
systems across the US, Washington, 
D.C., and U.S. territories. The data 
reveals just how much Americans rely 
on public libraries.

In 2023:

•	 U.S. public libraries served more than 
155 million people.

•	 American libraries averaged 2.2 million 
visits a day. 

•	 Libraries offered 1.2 million more 
programs in 2023 than they did in 2022.

•	 People averaged 4.37 checkouts of 
physical items and 1.68 digital items. 

•	 Nearly half of all Americans who live 
within a library service area visited 
their local branches.

http://mplfoundation.org/donate
mailto:info%40mplfoundation.org?subject=


Finding the Nature Right Outside Our Door
This year’s Naturalist-in-Residence, 
Andrea Debbink, brought her passion 
for urban ecology and storytelling to the 
library through a summer of nature-based 
programming from mid-June to late July.  
A longtime Madisonian and author of  
17 books—including The Wild World 
Handbook series and Urban Trails: Madison—
Andrea centered her residency on the 
theme “At Home in Nature.” Her goal 
was to help residents rediscover the 
natural world in their own neighborhoods, 
emphasizing that meaningful outdoor 
connections can happen anywhere. 
Through sessions at city parks, 
conservation areas, and public libraries, 
Debbink created programs for all ages that 
blended environmental education, creative 
writing, and mindful outdoor exploration.

Highlights of her residency included 
a variety of interactive and accessible 
programs. The “Wild Writing” workshop 
at Sequoya Library encouraged participants 
to express their outdoor experiences 
through personalized journals, while 
“Outside In” at Central Library explored 
ways to connect with nature indoors. 
Families enjoyed a Story Walk at Olbrich 
Gardens featuring Debbink’s picture book  
If the River Runs Free, while hands-on 
sessions like Habitat Restoration at 
Cherokee Marsh and Slow Botany at Door 
Creek Park invited participants to engage 
directly with local ecosystems. Attendees 
praised the programs for being inspiring, 
educational, and inclusive—fostering 
community connections and a deeper 
appreciation for Madison’s nearby natural 

spaces. The Naturalist-in-Residence program 
is made possible through a donation from 
Nancy Leff & Kenneth Lerner.

Andrea Debbink leads participants  
through a storytime walk at Olbrich 
Gardens on July 7.

Memories and Wishes for a Century and a Half of Service

As 2025 comes to a close, so too do the 
library’s 150th celebrations. Over the 
course of the past year, the library has 
commemorated its century and a half 
of service with cake, music, art, and of 
course, books. We’ve been proud to share 
historic highlights and bring the public 
along as we’ve “Celebrated the Past and 
Inspired the Future.” We were so glad you 
joined us for the ride! 

This year, staff challenged you to check out 
150 items from our nine locations, invited 
you to parties across the system, and 
encouraged you to share library memories, 
hopes, and dreams. 

The following gems highlight the 
importance libraries have in our lives and 
the deep impressions they make:

I remember. . .

•	 getting my HUGE pile of books and 
losing myself for days.

•	 my son’s first visit to the library. He was 
two, and it was during COVID so we 
hadn’t been out much. The first thing  
he said was “What’s that smell?”  
And, I knew right away—it was the 
smell of lots of books!

•	 bartering with my parents for more 
books!

•	 hunting the shelves for The Butter Battle 
Book by Dr. Seuss. I checked it out a 
million times.

•	 going to story hour with my kids when 
we first got to the USA and then going 
back with my grandkids.

•	 winning Pizza Hut gift cards from  
the summer reading program at my  
local library!

One of my favorite things about  

the library is. . .

•	 there are no late fees, and if they don’t 
have a book, they will get it!

I love. . . 

•	 the Too Good to Miss section! I always 
walk away with a few unexpected gems.

•	 seeing people come together for  
programs and gush about what they  
love to read.

I hope. . .

•	 that the libraries will always exist.  
They are my escape from reality, and if 
they go away things won’t be the same.

•	 the library stays for another 150 years.

Another way that we asked supporters 
to honor Madison Public Library’s 
150th anniversary was to make a gift of 
$150, and you delivered! A total of 500 
donors contributed to the 150th Make 
Your Mark Campaign which helped us 
fund the library’s collections, services, 
programming, technology, and more. 

A child shares one of the things she loves 
about Madison Public Library.
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Members of the staff, board, and  
friends group stand with the library’s 
150th cake sculpture.

Library staff pose at Sequoya Library’s  
150th celebration.

Library Director Tana Elias and Mayor  
Satya Rhodes-Conway celebrate the  
150th with the Forward! marching band.

Local Readers Flock to the Wisconsin Book Festival
At his talk about his recent book Birds of 
the Great Lakes, author and UW Professor 
Dexter Patterson shared the following 
birding advice: “Focus on movement. 
Listen for the music. And have some fun.” 
Based on the positive feedback from the 
event’s 201 attendees, it’s clear that they 
had fun listening to Patterson, as well. 
Survey respondents shared that the book 
talk had them “tearing up with joy” and 
the “entire discussion was a delight.” 
Comments like these are just a small 
sample of the joy that was on display at 
this year’s Wisconsin Book Festival  
Fall Celebration. 

From October 23-26, 4,000 readers showed 
up to Central Library, the Wisconsin 
Historical Society, the Discovery Building, 
and Arts + Literature Laboratory for  
52 events with nearly 70 authors. 

After the celebration wrapped, readers 
were still able to take advantage of a few 
more Wisconsin Book Festival events 
in 2025. On October 29, winners of the 
Wisconsin People & Ideas magazine contest 
came to Central Library to share their 
award-winning fiction and poetry. 

The season wrapped with UW-Madison’s 
Go Big Read event, of which the  
Wisconsin Book Festival is a proud 
partner. A 1,000-person crowd gathered 
at UW-Madison’s Union South to listen to 
acclaimed author Percival Everett discuss 
his Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, James. 
Chancellor Jennifer Mnookin selected this 
year’s title and invited students, faculty, 
and the community to come together and 
join in a shared reading experience. 

If you missed any of these great events, 
don’t despair. Recordings are available on 
the festival’s Crowdcast channel online. 
Plus, the full spring line-up is coming soon!

Author Dexter Patterson poses with fans  
of his book Birds of the Great Lakes during the 
24th Annual Fall Celebration at Central Library.

Give the Gift of Reading  
This Holiday Season

If you’re still searching for the 
perfect gift for that hard-to-
please book lover in your life, 
consider a WISCONSIN BOOK 
FESTIVAL MEMBERSHIP! With 
a donation of $100 or more, 
festival members receive reserved 

seating at select festival events, 
an invitation to the exclusive Fall 
Celebration schedule launch party, 
and are added to our priority email 
list. While memberships are available 
year round, they make great holiday 
gifts. Get them now before the spring 
season begins! Purchase online at 
wisconsinbookfestival.org/give.

The Imagination Center Gets Ready for Winter
Construction at Madison’s newest library, the Imagination Center 
at Reindahl Park, is well underway. Since the groundbreaking in 
May, Corporate Contractors Inc. (CCI) has completed the building’s 
footings and foundation as well as underground insulation. 
They’ve also bored and laid piping for the library’s energy-efficient 
heating and cooling system, which will harness geothermal energy, 
and poured the interior concrete slab. As fall turns to winter, the 
building is getting prepped for work to continue while temperatures 
dip. CCI is completing structural framing now, and roofing work 
will begin in mid-December. Madison Gas & Electric (MGE) will 
be installing the site’s permanent electricity in January. When all 
of these pieces are complete, crews will be able to work on the 
building’s interior this winter. The foundation is looking forward 
to providing tours for interested patrons as work continues. Please 
keep an eye out for more information in the coming months.

Crews work to install steel framing and masonry for the  
Imagination Center.	

Fall festival-goers browse books  
between events.

http://wisconsinbookfestival.org/give
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Bringing 150 Years to Life with Words and Art

This winter the Bubbler is helping patrons 
contextualize the library’s 150 years of service 
by inviting 150 local artists to create unique, 
time-bound art pieces. The theme of the exhibit 
is 150 Artists x 150 Years and features 
works based on fun, historically significant,  
or culturally interesting words. 

As language evolves, we regularly add  
new terms to our lexicon, and they reflect 
changes in our culture, technology, and ways 
of seeing the world. Words like bingeable, 
doomscroll, rizz, forever chemical, screen share, 
and crowd fund have formally been added to 
the English dictionary in recent years.

To capture this evolution, the Bubbler assigned 
150 artists to a specific year in Madison Public 
Library’s history (1875–2025) and tasked them 
with designing a piece of art inspired by a 
word first recorded or added to the dictionary 
during that year. 

The result is a stunning, multidisciplinary 
collection that showcases how words, and the 
ideas behind them, shape who we are. “Our 
libraries offer myriad spaces for connection 
and so much more. Language can be a 
snapshot into a moment in history and while 
this show definitely offers that, it also feels like 
a creative springboard into what’s possible for 
the future we’re all building together,” says 
Head Bubblerarian, Trent Miller.

The exhibition is the largest in Bubbler  
history and will be on display across seven 
library locations from November through 
February 2026. Participating locations include:

•	 Alicia Ashman Library

•	 Central Library

•	 Goodman South Madison Library

•	 Hawthorne Library

•	 Meadowridge Library

•	 Pinney Library

•	 Sequoya Library

Ex Libris Round-up

This year’s Ex Libris was another one for the 
books! 34 tasting partners, 71 volunteers, 
and 606 guests spent the evening of Friday, 
November 7th at Central Library enjoying 
tasty treats, delicious drinks, and a playlist 
spanning a century and a half. The vibe was 
festive, the crowd was lively, and we raised a 
record-breaking $123,831 in gross revenue, all 
in service of Madison Public Library!

New to the celebration was the foundation’s 
unique nod to the library’s 150th 
anniversary—a themed scavenger hunt 
supported by the Madison Shakespeare 
Company and the Madison Theater Guild. 
Period actors representing important points in 
the library’s history were stationed throughout 
the building and brought the past to life. 
Guests who completed and returned their 
scavenger hunt cards were entered into a 
drawing for tickets to next year’s event. Mark 
your calendars now—that date has already 
been set for November 6, 2026!

Ex Libris guests pose in historic Madison 
Public Library spaces.

Word: Kaboom • Artist: Alanna Stapleton  
• Year: 1876

Word: Closed Loop • Artist: Katie Hogan  
• Year: 1951

Present-day library patrons pose in Madison 
Public Library spaces of old.

Word: Kaboom • Artist: Alanna Stapleton  
• Year: 1876

Word: Dicey • Artist: Larry Stephens  
• Year: 1950 + =
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#mplfoundation   #buildingbetterlibrarieseveryday

To celebrate 150 years of Madison Public Library,

all donations through December 31 

will be matched up to $150,000!

Scan to donate
or visit mplfoundation.org

http://mplfoundation.org
mailto:info%40mplfoundation.org?subject=Contact%20from%20newsletter
http://www.mplfoundation.org/donate



