LUNCH For
LIBRARIES

Madison Public Library Foundation’s annual Lunch for Libraries fundraiser is an opportunity for
community members who are committed to our libraries to come together to celebrate, support, and invest in
the Wisconsin Book Festival, which provides free, year round author events to our community.

Jesmyn Ward received her MFA from the University of Michigan and has received the
MacArthur Genius Grant, a Stegner Fellowship, a John and Renee Grisham Writers Residency, the Strauss
Living Prize, and the 2022 Library of Congress Prize for American Fiction. She is the winner of two National
Book Awards for Fiction for Sing, Unburied, Sing and Salvage the Bones. She is also the author of the novel
Where the Line Bleeds and the memoir Men We Reaped, which was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle
Award and won the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize and the Media for a Just Society Award. She is currently a
professor of creative writing at Tulane University and lives in Mississippi.

On Witness and Respair gathers more than a decade of Jesmyn Ward's creative nonfiction,
including widely read essays, three previously unpublished speeches, and a new introductory essay. Drawing on
her upbringing in a multigenerational household in rural Mississippi, Ward traces the origins of her storytelling
voice and her commitment to honesty, as guided by her grandmother’s mandate to “tell it straight.” The
collection explores the writers who shaped her—Octavia Butler, Richard Wright, and Toni Morrison—while
reflecting on the moral and imaginative power of literature itself. Ward also turns inward, examining her
approach to fiction, motherhood, and raising a Black son amid social division and racial violence. The essays
confront profound personal loss, most notably the sudden death of her partner just before the COVID-19
pandemic. Lyrical, unflinching, and deeply humane, the book stands as both personal testimony and a
meditation on resilience, hope, and collective survival.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES & BENEFITS

e  Opportunity to introduce featured speaker and address attendees

e Name/logo signage displayed on digital banner

e Name/logo recognition on all printed/electronic promotional materials as “Lunch for Libraries
Presented by Sponsor” & listing on Madison Public Library Foundation website

e Two tables for 16 total guests at event

® 16 copies of featured book: On Witness and Respair

e Invitation to an exclusive Wisconsin Book Festival launch event on September 10, 2026

Additional levels listed on the reverse side.



Name/logo signage displayed on digital banner
Name/logo recognition on all printed/electronic materials
Listing on Madison Public Library Foundation website
One table for 8 total guests at event

8 copies of featured book: On Witness and Respair

Invitation to an exclusive Wisconsin Book Festival launch event on September 10, 2026

Name/logo signage displayed on digital banner

Name/logo recognition on all printed/electronic materials & listing
Listing on Madison Public Library Foundation website

One table for 8 total guests at event

8 copies of featured book: On Witness and Respair

Name recognition on printed/electronic materials
Listing on Madison Public Library Foundation website
One table for 8 total guests at event

8 copies of featured book: On Witness and Respair

Sponsors at any level can opt to have $300 added to their
sponsorship total so that the foundation can invite two community partners to experience the event at
no charge. This initiative is intended to make the event more inclusive without compromising its
capacity to raise funds.

To confirm your sponsorship, please complete the online confirmation form at
https://forms.gle/XCFrM1RyKSALhJamy. (Contact Katy Kaufman at kkaufman@mplfoundation.org if
you prefer a paper version of the confirmation form.)
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