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Imagine the Possibilities

Dear friends,

Imagine a Madison where everyone belongs
and everyone thrives. With you alongside us,
we've expanded our investment in library
programs that break down barriers to access.

From storytimes in Spanish and Mandarin
Chinese that help families participate in early
literacy programs, to one-on-one tutorials that
teach people how to preserve family memories,
your gifts expand equitable access across Madison Public Library.

Libraries serve everyone. When you support programs and collections
that promote cultural expression, remove cost and language barriers,
and elevate diverse voices, youre helping our community thrive.

This spring and summer, we look forward to sharing stories about
your gifts at work. As donors and neighbors, you help build better
libraries every day and imagine new possibilities for the future.

Hope you're reading something good,

Conor Moran
Executive Director, Madison Public Library Foundation

Make Your Mark: Bookplates Enter the Collection
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Thank you again to everyone who gave during our 150th Anniversary Celebration. PUBLIC

As you may recall, donors who gave $150 or more had the opportunity to take

part in Make Your Mark by adding their names to printed bookplates.

We’re pleased to share that these bookplates, featuring the names of

participating donors, have been placed in books entering the Library’s collection. in celebration of the 150th A
Your support helped the Library to expand the collection with reading materials of Madison Public Library

for all ages, supporting lifelong learning across our community.

Become a Wisconsin Book Festival Member

YEARS LIBRARY

This book was added to the collection
thanks to a gift from

Your name here

nniversary
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Support the Wisconsin Book Festival and help keep

year-round author events free for everyone in our community.
Each year, thousands of library visitors gather to connect
with authors and ideas, and nearly half of our festival budget
depends on generous supporters like you.

BOOK

FESTIVAL IEIﬂ

To become a member, scan here

With a gift of $100 or more, you’ll become a Festival Member or visit WisconsinBookFestival.org/give
and enjoy reserved seating at select events, priority updates,
and an invitation to our exclusive Fall Celebration Schedule Release party in September

where we announce the line-up for the 25th annual FALL CELEBRATION, OCTOBER 15-18, 2026.

Your support directly sustains free programming for readers across Madison and beyond. Join today or gift
a membership to a reader in your life. You’ll help ensure this vital cultural tradition thrives for years to come.



http://WisconsinBookFestival.org/give
http://WisconsinBookFestival.org/give
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Building a Legacy, One Memory at a Time

Imagine a Madison where stories can be preserved, regardless

of income, experience, or access to technology. The Personal
Archiving Lab’s collection of equipment allows patrons to digitize
tapes, DVDs, audio cassettes, photographs, paper documents,

and more, all at no cost.

In 2024 alone, nearly 200 training appointments were booked.

As Community Engagement Librarian Sean Ottosen explains,
“People bring all kinds of materials that are meaningful for them,
including school art projects, answering machine recordings,
photo albums from R&R trips during wartime, videos of holiday
gatherings, and scrapbooks, just to name a few.”

It was important to library staff to create a welcoming
environment that respects the emotional nature of this work.
“Through the digitization process, users may hear a voice from
long ago or see a friend who has recently passed. So securing a
private space, as much as we can in a public building, is crucial,”

notes Ottosen.

The personal archiving
lab’s collection of
equipment allows
patrons to digitize
tapes, photographs,
and more.

Give Smarter with a Qualified

Charitable Distribution

After completing a one-on-one tutorial, personal archiving lab
visitors may use the lab for up to three hours per day.

What makes the Personal Archiving Lab unique is not just access
to equipment, but the opportunity to participate in the process
of preserving memories. Visitors are engaging, and building
confidence with new technology and archival workflows.
“Digitization projects can feel overwhelming at first,” Sean
explains. “But after a tutorial, many people realize it’s simpler
than they thought, and they feel confident getting started.”

Thanks to a generous gift from the John & Twila Sheskey
Charitable Fund, the Library’s Personal Archiving Lab is helping
even more neighbors preserve the moments that matter most.

In making the gift, Catherine Sheskey worked with Foundation
staff to design a meaningful tribute to her parents, inspired by
their shared interest in genealogy and preserving personal and
local history. The Personal Archiving Lab was a perfect fit!

Get More for
Free with Your

If you're looking for a tax-smart way
to support Madison Public Library,

a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD) is a powerful option.

If you're age 70 1/2 or older and have an
Individual Retirement Account (IRA),
you can direct a gift from your IRA to
Madison Public Library Foundation.

For those required to take a minimum
distribution, this allows you to meet that
requirement while potentially reducing
your taxable income.
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For many donors, this is one of the most

efficient ways to give. Your gift goes further

and you avoid added income that could
affect your tax bracket or other benefits.

Just as important, your support helps
unlock what’s possible. Libraries are for
everyone, with no exceptions. Through
your gift, you're removing barriers to
access, creating space for connection,
supporting innovative collections and
programs and opening doors to lifelong
learning, creativity, and opportunity for
people across our community.
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Library Card

Check out a
BIRDING BACKPACK
for seven days! Backpacks
include binoculars and field
guides for adults and kids.
Thanks to donors like YOU, the
library makes it easier to explore,
connect, and experience the
natural world together.

= LIBRARY OF THINGS



Investing in Families, Literacy, and Community

When you give to Madison Public
Library, you're elevating diverse voices,
languages, and stories. You're creating
places where families can connect, learn,
and feel at home.

At one such program, children

gather to hear stories, sing songs,

and create crafts, all in Mandarin
Chinese. Chinese Storytime at

Sequoya Library invites children ages

3 to 7 and their caregivers to experience
the joy of language and culture together.
While the program is presented

in Mandarin, all families are

welcome.

For many who attend, the experience
is about more than storytime. It’s about
recognition and belonging.

“As the storytime is entirely in Mandarin
Chinese, families see themselves when
they come in and are greeted by our
presenter, Ping Yu, and her volunteers

in Mandarin,” explains Youth Services
Librarian Ruth Sias.

“It appears from my observations that
families may know each other from other
spaces around the city. It’s great that they
see the library as another place to meet
their community and share language
and culture.”

That sense of familiarity helps children
and caregivers participate more fully.

“I believe that families participate more
freely when they are comfortable with the
language,” Sias notes.

Lost in

the Stats:
Quiz Edition

Lost in the Stats is a recurring 1
feature that highlights
interesting library-related
numbers. In this issue we
are showcasing data that

computer sessions took

Chinese Storytime at Sequoya Library brings
families together to share stories, crafts and
culture in Mandarin Chinese.

The program primarily serves native
Mandarin-speaking families, many of
whom return month after month. Their
continued participation reflects both

the quality of the experience and the
importance of having programming that
centers their language and culture.

Beyond fostering connection, Chinese
Storytime also supports early literacy in
meaningful ways.

“Not only is it good for the community to
have access to programming in their native
language, it’s also beneficial for the literacy
development of the children who attend,”
Sias says. “Learning vocabulary in the most
fluent language of the adults in the home
helps children relate to concepts when they
are encountered in English. I love a good
‘win-win’l”
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Library computers
at work

2 Movie night,
powered by
your library

In 2025, how many

How often are films streamed

Not only is it good for the
community to have access to
programming in their native
language, it’s also beneficial

for the literacy development of
the children who attend.

Programs like Chinese Storytime also
create bridges to other services. Presenter
Ping Yu often connects with library staff
on behalf of families, helping them learn
about additional programs and resources
available through the library.

With donor support, Madison Public
Library can continue offering inclusive,
culturally responsive programs that reflect
and celebrate the communities they serve.

When you give, you help ensure every
family can see themselves at the library
and every child has the opportunity to
learn, grow and thrive.

\

3 Stories you can
hear anywhere

In 2025, which of the following
titles was the Library’s

shows the powerful way that place at Madison Public on the donor-funded top-borrowed audiobook?
libraries break down barriers Library? streaming service, Kanopy? A. Assistant to the Villain by
to access. A. About 50,000 A. One every 6 minutes Hannah Nicole Maehrer
E' E For quiz B. About 75,000 B. One every 15 minutes B. Onyx Storm by Rebecca Yarrow
answers, C. About 100,000 C. One every half hour C. Pretty Girls by Karen Slaughter
E :cravri‘slilltere D. Over 145,000 D. One every hour D. Braiding Sweetgrass by

bit.ly/lost-in-stats

Robin Wall Kimmerer


http://bit.ly/lost-in-stats
http://bit.ly/lost-in-stats

Festival members and and supporters lined up outside the iconic Orpheum Theater for

the Book Festival’s 25th Season Opener.
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George Saunders with conversation partner
Quan Barry on stage at the Orpheum Theater.

25 Years of Stories and Connections, Made Possible by You

This spring, the Wisconsin Book Festival’s
25th anniversary season brought powerful
stories and ideas to life across Madison.
Donors like you make it all possible!

With your support, the festival welcomed
readers of all ages to author talks, panels,

and school visits that sparked curiosity,
connection, and conversation. From acclaimed
voices like George Saunders, Jane Smiley, and
James & Susan Patterson to rising and local
authors like Susanna Daniel and Ethelene
Whitmire, the season reflected the depth and
diversity of storytelling in our community.

Lunch for Libraries Raises Over $164,000

More than 800 supporters attended Madison Public Library’s Ward spoke about her new book, On Witness and Respair. The event,
15th annual Lunch for Libraries fundraiser on May 5 at Monona Terrace
and Convention Center. The event featured National Book Award-
winning author Jesmyn Ward, in conversation with UW-Madison

Creative Writing professor and acclaimed author, Nate Marshall.

Award-winning author Jesmyn Ward discussed her new collection of
essays On Witness and Respair, with conversation partner Nate Marshall.

Because you give, these experiences remain
free and accessible, ensuring that everyone in
Madison can engage with authors, ideas, and
each other.

As supporters, we want you to be among

the first to know: the festival’s popular Fall
Celebration, which presents more than 60
author events over four days, will be returning
October 15-18. We hope you'll join us to
celebrate the 25th Wisconsin Book Festival!

For more information and upcoming events,
visit WisconsinBookFestival.org.

Former Wisconsin Book Festival staff,
Rodlyn-Mae Banting, and Wisconsin Book
Festival volunteer, Sarah Breland, hold up
copies of We Are Each Other’s Liberation at
an author event at Central Library.

which is Wisconsin’s largest gathering of library supporters, generated
over $164,000 before expenses to benefit the Wisconsin Book Festival.
Thank you to our other sponsors, table captains, co-chairs and
planning committee for their support.

G
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Photography by Shanna Wolf

Conor Moran, Madison Public Library Executive Director, Jane Rotonda,
Wisconsin Book Festival Director, join members of our planning committee.


http://WisconsinBookFestival.org
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Youth Writing Contest Returns

The WE READ Youth Voices writing
contest is open for submissions

May 1 - June 30, 2026. Six youth will
be published and win up to $500 in
cash prizes thanks to support from the
Madison Public Library Foundation.

Hosted by Madison Public Library in
collaboration with Forward Madison
FC and the Wisconsin Book Festival,

the contest is open to anyone 18 and
under in the Madison area. Submissions
are accepted in English,
Spanish, Hmong, and
other languages. They
can include short stories,
songs, poems, comics,
graphic novels, and more.

This year’'s WE READ
Youth Ambassador is
Octavia Ikard, the 2025-26
City of Madison Youth Poet Laureate.

A creative writing major and First Wave
scholar at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Tkard got their start in spoken
word clubs. The 2026 contest theme is
Community in Action.

Ikard says, “Community serves as a
reminder that every action we take plants
a seed into something or someone.

When we seek connections for the sake
of sharing rather than gaining something
from them, our care for one another
becomes something powerful.” Ikard
will visit local schools, serve as a

judge, and write the foreword for the
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WE READ Youth Voices Anthology of
youth voices released during the
Wisconsin Book Festival Fall Celebration.

As a supporter of WE READ, the
Foundation is excited to see the

Youth Voices Writing Contest enter its
5th year of uplifting literary creativity
among emerging writers in the
Madison community.

Learn more about the contest at
MadisonPublicLibrary.org/youthvoices

The WE READ program

is funded by Madison

Public Library Foundation,
Steve Stricker American Family
Insurance Foundation, Roots

& Wings Foundation, and

Jane Doughty & David Wood.

\MINATEp )
SEI&EE

P ouT

AL CONTACT

WE READ Youth Ambassador
Octavia lkard

Madison Public Library partners with Forward Madison FC to host a kick-off event and
celebration of the contest winners each year at Breese Stevens Field.

—— 201 W. Mifflin Street MADISON
—_— Madison, Wisconsin 53703 PUBLIC
[ 608.266.6318 LIBRARIES
MADISON MBLFoundat madpl.org
oundation.org
PUBLIC info@mplfoundation.org

Library Staff
Attends
Public Library
Association
Conference

Your support ensures Madison Public
Library staff have access to the latest
ideas, tools, and best practices shaping
libraries today.

A group of eight library staff attended the
2026 Public Library Association Conference
(PLA) in Minneapolis, where they enjoyed
learning and connection with public library
professionals from across the country.

The group represented a wide range of
roles across the library, including adult
services, youth collections, marketing,
and leadership. The group attended
keynote sessions featuring national
thought leaders like author, activist and
lawyer Bryan Stevenson and Pulitzer
Prize-winner Colson Whitehead.

They also participated in sessions covering
topics like Al in libraries, emerging data
trends, policy development, programming
ideas, communications strategies, and
advocacy work.

This opportunity was made possible
through funding from donors like you.
Conferences like this allow staff to learn
from peers nationwide, share challenges
and successes, and stay informed about

the evolving role of public libraries.

PROTECT

Madison Public Library staff attended the
PLA conference in Minneapolis.

Alicia Ashman 733 N. High Point Rd.
Central 201 W. Mifflin St.

Goodman South 2222 S. Park St.
Hawthorne 2707 E. Washington Ave.

Imagination Center Coming this Fall to Reindahl Park

LIBRARY

Foundation

Executive Director Conor Moran

Lakeview 2845 N. Sherman Ave.
Meadowridge 5726 Raymond Rd.

Monroe Street 1705 Monroe St.

Communications Manager Sarah Best
Newsletter Design Georgia Rucker

Pinney 516 Cottage Grove Rd.
Sequoya 4340 Tokay Blvd.
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http://MPLFoundation.org
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Opt for convenience
and impact
by becoming a

SUSTAINER.

Join this special group
= of donors providing

-~ MADISON

B buBLIC Steady income for the

~ LIBRARY
Reneeton P4 library and receive
L an exclusive

foundation MU G!

Scan or click
the QR code
to learn more.


https://mplfoundation.org/give/sustainer/

